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Only	up	from	here

Ponte Santa Trinita Bridge over the Arno River, in Florence, Italy.
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This	fall	and	holiday	season	is	already	seeing	a	boom	in	travel	bookings	compared

with	last	year,	according	to	industry-leading	trend	forecaster	and	global	luxury	travel

network	Virtuoso.	Fall	travel	is	up	by	47	per	cent,	and	holiday	travel	between	Dec.	15

to	Jan.	7	is	up	17	per	cent,	according	to	their	latest	report	based	on	Virtuoso’s	data

warehouse	of	more	than	US$63.6-billion	in	transactions.	Canada-based	travellers	in

2023	are	mainly	going	to	the	U.S.,	Italy,	France,	within	Canada	and	the	U.K.	Europe’s

appeal	as	a	summer	destination	lengthens	into	fall,	as	the	most	popular	cities	among

global	travellers	during	the	season	will	be	Paris,	London,	Florence,	and	Rome.

Around	the	holidays,	the	most-booked	countries	are	set	to	be	Mexico,	Costa	Rica	and

Thailand.

“Canadians	love	a	warm-weather	getaway	during	the	winter	season,”	Úna	O’Leary,

General	Manager	of	Virtuoso	Canada	said	to	The	Globe.	O’Leary	advises	avoiding

crowds	by	looking	into	alternate	locations,	consider	travelling	in	shoulder	seasons

and	working	with	your	travel	adviser	to	book	well	in	advance	to	avoid

disappointment.	You	can	expect	pricing	during	the	fall	and	holidays	to	stay	the	same

or	higher	than	last	year,	with	hotel	rates	up	in	many	places	such	as	in	Mexico.	But

some	regions,	like	the	Caribbean	where	the	average	daily	rate	of	hotel	rooms	is	down

by	9.7	per	cent,	are	an	exception.	Looking	further	ahead	to	2024	and	2025,	based	on

Canadian	outbound	leisure	travel,	the	current	top	three	trending	destinations	are	the

Middle	East,	the	Caribbean	and	Central	America.

Trending

Take	a	dip

The Caribbean’s first fresh seawater pool in the Turks and Caicos Islands.
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Ocean	pools	allow	for	a	salty	sea	swim	without	having	to	deal	with	crashing	waves

or	unpredictable	currents.	Visitors	to	the	Caribbean	can	now	experience	this	luxury

in	the	region’s	first	fresh	seawater	pool	at	Wymara	Villas	in	the	Turks	and	Caicos

Islands,	thanks	to	the	resort’s	Canadian	owner	Bruce	Maclaren.

Maclaren	lived	in	Australia	for	more	than	20	years,	where	coastlines	have	been

dotted	with	ocean	pools	since	the	1800s.	He	was	hooked	since	seeing	the	dramatic

waves	crashing	over	concrete	walls	at	Sydney	Bondi	Beach	in	the	mid	‘90′s.	“While

ocean	pools	aren’t	just	an	Aussie	thing,	they	do	inspire	a	kind	of	fervour	there	that

borders	on	the	fanatical,”	says	Maclaren,	who	wanted	to	bring	this	excitement	to

Grace	Bay	Beach,	a	secluded	setting	a	short	7-minute	drive	from	Wymara	Resort.	The

nearly	3,900	square	foot	pool	was	carved	out	of	the	coastal	rock,	and	has	a	soft,

sandy	bottom.	Swimmers	have	access	to	a	tiki	bar,	sun	loungers	and	umbrellas	for

shade.	Day	passes	are	in	the	plans,	but	for	now	the	pool	is	only	available	to	Wymara

Resort	+	Villa	guests.	Rooms	start	at	$1,000,	wymararesortandvillas.com.

Destination

Outback	wonders

The Jabiru Retreat at Bamurru Plains safari lodge in Australia's Northern Territory.
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Buffalo,	agile	wallabies,	wild	horses	(brumbies)	and	a	variety	of	birdlife	can	be	seen

from	the	comfort	of	a	new	private	luxe	lodge	in	Australia’s	Northern	Territory.	The

Jabiru	Retreat	at	Bamurru	Plains	safari	lodge	is	ideal	for	family	or	group	trips,	with

two	bungalows	for	up	to	six	people.	Designed	with	natural	materials	like	teak,	rattan

and	seagrass,	the	suites	have	amenities	like	king-size	split	beds,	ensuite	bathrooms

and	outdoor	lounge	areas.	Plus,	they’re	connected	by	a	raised	walkway	leading	to	an

exclusive-use	plunge	pool.	You	might	spot	the	retreat’s	namesake	–	a	massive-billed

stork	called	the	Jabiru	–	from	the	open-air	lounge	and	dining	space	view	of	the

Bamurru	Plains.	Bungalows	start	at	$6,160,	including	dinners,	drinks,	and	twice-daily

shared	safari	experiences	such	as	airboating	on	wetlands,	open-top	safari	drives,

crocodile-spotting	river	cruises,	and	more.	Book	at	bamurruplains.com.
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Summer	skiing

Tremblant will be offering the chance to learn to ski or snowboard on a synthetic surface.

HANDOUT

Skiing	on	grass	is	goofy	fun	–	and	you	don’t	need	to	go	to	the	southern	hemisphere

any	more	to	get	your	summer	ski	fix.	Tremblant	is	offering	the	chance	to	get

introduced	to	skiing	or	snowboarding	with	the	guidance	of	experienced	staff

members	on	a	synthetic	surface.	The	new	“�quilibre”	dry	slope	is	open	every

weekend	until	Oct.	15.	One-hour	sessions	including	rental	equipment	are	available	to

book	for	$37	for	adults	(age	13+),	with	lower	rates	for	kids,	at	tremblant.ca.

Hotels

Stylish	escapes

A Dior spa has taken over two treehouse cabins in the gardens of Sicily’s Grand Hotel Timeo.
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Hotels	are	turning	heads	this	season	by	joining	designer	brands	to	provide	special

experiences	for	their	guests.	A	Dior	spa	has	taken	over	two	treehouse	cabins	in	the

gardens	of	Sicily’s	Grand	Hotel	Timeo,	built	in	1873,	where	guests	and	visitors	can

access	exclusive	Dior	skin	care	treatments,	body	scrubs	and	a	variety	of	facial

massages,	all	with	a	view	overlooking	the	Ionian	Sea	(Rooms	start	at	€1000,

belmond.com).	Another	high-fashion	partnership	gives	guests	at	the	The	Kensington

Hotel	in	London	priority	access	to	the	new	Gabrielle	Chanel	Fashion	Manifesto

Exhibition	Experience	at	the	V&A	Museum	(Rooms	start	at	$554.24	USD/$748	CAD,

doylcollection.com).
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